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BIBLICAL ATLAS. 



THE WORLD, AS KNOWN TO THE ANCIENTS. 

It was the opinion of the ancient fathers, that the distribution of mankind was not 
left to be settled at random, or according to the exigencies of the moment ; but that 
a distribution of the world, as known to the patriarch Noah, was made by him among 
his three sons before any actual migrations from the first settlement, which was in 
Armenia, took place. ProbabiHty is in favour of this hypothesis ; and Dr. Hales, 
who adopts it, quotes the striking passages, Deut. xxxii. 7 — 9, and Acts xvii. 26, aa 
tending strongly to support it. He adduces in its favour, also, an Armenian tra- 
dition, quoted by Abulfaragi, which states, that Noah distributed the habitable part 
of the globe from north to south between his sons, giving to Ham the region of the 
blacks ; to Shem the region of the tawny ; and to Japheth the region of the ruddy. 

How the world was actually di\-ided among the three primitive families is 
recorded in that most venerable and inspired geographical chart, if it may be so 
called, Gen. x. ; in which it is both interesting and profitable to observe, how long 
the names of the first settlers have been preserved, even to the present day. 

I. Japheth, the eldest son of Noah, (as appears from ver. 21,) and his family are 
first noticed. See verses 2 — 5. 

1, Gomer, his eldest son, was the father of the Gomerians. These, spreading 
from the regions north of Armenia and Eactriana, extended themselves westward 
over nearly the whole continent of Europe, retaining, with some sbght variation, 
their paternal denomination ; as Cimmerians, in Asia ; Cimbri and Umbri, in Gaul 
and Italy ; and Cymri, Cambri, and Cumbri, in Wales and Cumberland. Ancient 
authors identified them also with the Galatffi of Asia Minor, who were called, 
according to Josephus, Gomariani, from their ancestor Gomer — the Gasls, Gauls, 
and Celta of Europe, who spread from the Euxine Sea to the Western Ocean. 
The descendants of Gomer are mentioned among the northern nations, which 
should accompany Gog in his conquests in the latter days, Ezek. xxxviii. 6. 

Ashkenaz, the eldest son of Gomer, appears to have settled on the coasts of the 
Euxine Sea, which from him received its primary denomination, Axenus, re- 
sembling Aehkcnaz. His precise settlement is represented in Scripture as con- 
tiguous to Armenia, westward, answering to Bithynia ; for the kingdoms of 
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz are mentioned together, Jer. h. 27. Riphath, the 
second son of Gomer, appears to have given name to the Riphcan mountains, north 
of Asia ; and it is natural from hence to suppose that the descendants of Riphath 
were spread over the northern coasts of the Black Sea. Togarmah, the third son, 
is traced in the Trocini of Strabo, the Trogmi of Cicero, and Trogmades of the 
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council of Chalcodon, inhabiting the confines of Pontus and Cappadocia, Toggrmi 
ia mentioned with Corner, Ezek. xxxviii. 6; and with Meshech and Tubal, 
Ezek.xxvii. 13,14. 

2. Magog, Tubal, and Meshech, sons of Japheth, are noticed by Ezeldel, 
(xxxriii. 2, 14, 15,) as settled in the north ; that is, the space between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian, and the borders of Scythia, The first of these may be traced in 
the Mongogians, Monguls, and Moguls ; the second in Tobolski of Siberia ; and the 
third in the Moschici, Moscow, and Muscovites. Reference is made to their 
descendants, Ezelc. sxvii. 13j XJtxii. 26 ; xxxix. 1. 

3. Madai was the father of the Mcdes, who are thus denominated in Scripture. 
See 2 Kings xvii. 6 ; Isa. xiii. 17 ; Jer. li. 11; Dan. t. 28. 

4. Javan, the fourth son of Japheth, was the father of the Javanians, or Jt 
of the Greeks, and the Yavanas of the Hindus. The prophet Daniel calls Gri 
itself Javan, (xi. 2 ;) and the people are denominated Jaones by Homer. 

Javan had four sons, by whom the different portions of Greece Propei 
peopled. Thus Elishah and Dodanini may be recognised in EUs and Dodona, 
oldest settlements of Greece ; Kittim may be discovered in the Citinra of Macedonu 
and Chittim, Numb. xxiv. 24, or maritime coasts of Greece and Italy; and 
Tarshish in the Tarsus of Cilicia, and Tartessus of Spain. 

Thus did Providence literally fulfil the remarkable prediction which the patriarch 
Noah uttered: " God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of 
, Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant," Gen. ix. 27. 

11. Ham and his descendants are next mentioned, Gen. vi. 6 — 20. The name of 
this patriarch is preserved in the title frequently given to Egypt, " The land of 
Ham," Psa. cv. 23, etc. Ham had four sons, Cush, Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan. 

1 . Cush, who appears to have been the most celebrated, gave name to the land 
of Cuah both in Asia and Africa. The former is now called Chusistan by Arabian 
geographers, Susiana by the Greeks, and Cusha Dwipa Within by the Hindus : 
the latter is called Cusha Dwipa Without. 

The sons of Cush — Seba, Havilab, Sabta, Sabtacha, and Raamah — and the sons of 
the latter, Sheba and Dedan, seem to have settled in Idumca and Arabia, Nimrod, 
the mighty hunter, his descendant also, first founded the kingdom of Babylon, thus 
invading the settlements of the ShemitcB, contrary to tlie Di^-inc decree. 

2. Misr, or Mizraim, tlie second son of Ham, settled in Egypt, whence the 
Egyptians are commonly styled in Scripture, Mizraim, or Mizraites in the plural 
form. The country of Egypt is called in the East to this day, " The land of 
Misr." 

Of the sons of Misr, or Mizraim, Ludim and Lehabim, were probably the Copto 
Libyans. They are joined by Isaiah (Ixvi. 19) with Pul, whose settlement is 
supposed to have been about the island Pbiloe, near the first cataract of the Nile ; 
by Jeremiah (ilvi. 9) with the Ethiopians and Libyans; by Ezekiel (xxvii. 10) 
with Phut, as the mercenary soldiers of Tyre ; and (xxi. 5) with the Ethiopians 
and Libyans ; all plainly denoting their African position. Naphtubim occupied 
the sea-coast, which was called by the Egyptians Nephtus. The descendants of 
Pathrusim occupied a part of Lower Egypt, called from them Pathros, Isa. xi, H ; 
and those of Casluhim and Caphtorim, the district which lies between the delta of 
the Nile and the soutliern extremity of Palestine. The descendants of these latter 
people were the Philistim of Palestine. 

3. Phut was the third son of Ham, and his posterity are supposed to have peopled 
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that part of Africa called Mauritania, which answers nearly to the modem Barbary 
or Morocco. Pliny mentions a city in this region called Putea, and Ptolemy, a river 
bearing the actual name of Phut. This is also mentioned by Jerome, who says 
that the adjacent coimtrj' was called Reglo Phutemls, or " the land of Phut." 

4. Canaan, the youngest son of Hum, gave name to tlie land of Canaan, and it 
was first peopled by \Ss oifspring, Sidoo, the eldest, occupied the north-west 
comer, and built the town of that name, so early celebrated both in sacred and 
profane history for her luxury and commerce : see Judg. xviii. 7 ; 1 Kings v. 0. 
Heth, the second son of Canaan, and the Hittites, his descendants, appear to 
have settled in the south, near Hebron, Gen. xxiii. 3 — 7; and Jehus, and his 
posterity the Jebusitea, at Jerusalem, where they remained till the days of David, 
2 Sam. V. 6 — 9. Beyond these latter, the Emorites, or Amoritea, settled. Numb. 
liii. 29, extending themselves beyond Jordan, until they were destroyed by 
Moses and Joshua, according to the Divine will, for their iniquities, Gen. xv. 16 ; 
Numb. xxi. 21— 31. 

Ill, Shem and his family arc noticed last. Gen. x. 21 — 30. His posterity were 
confined to Middle Asia. 

1 . Elam appears to have settled in Elymais, or Southern Persia, contiguous to the 
maritime tract of Chusistan, Dan. viii. 2. 

2. Ashur peopled the land called Assyria, which became a province of the 
Cushite empire, founded by Ntmrod, 

3. Arphaiad, through his grandson Eber, was the original of the two houses 
of Peleg and Joktan. Peleg probably remained in Chaldca at the time of the 
dispersion ; for his grandson Terah, and his family, settled at LTr of the Chaldees, 
Gen. xi. 31. Of the descendants of Joktan, Moses said that " their dwelling was 
from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar, a mount of the east," Gen. x. 30. Faber 
conjectures that they were the ancestors of the great body of the Hindus, who still 
retain a lively tradition of the patriarch Shem. 

4. Lud, according to a tradition of the Lydians, as quoted by Josephus, was the 
&t}ier of that people, who dwelt in Asia Minor. 

5. Aram, by his descendants, planted the fertile country north of Babylonia, 
called Aram Naharaim, or " Aram between the two rivers," the Euphrates and 
Tigris, which the Greeks from thence denominated Mesopotamia, Gen. xxiv, 10; 
and Padan-aram, or " the level country of Aram," Gen. xxv. 20. In Scripture, 
this country is frequently rendered Syria: see Judg. x. 6; Hos. xii. 12; which 
must not be understood as Palestine Syria. 



No. II. 
CANAAN. WITH MESOPOTAMIA AND THE ADJACENT COUNTRIES, 

IN THE TIME OF THE PATRIAKCHS. 
Canaan. — This country, as we have seen, was peopled by Canaan, the offspring 
of Ham, and his posterity. It was about 160 miles in length, and 80 in breadth, 
having Lebanon and SvTia on the north and north-east ; Arabia Deserta and the 
land of the Ammonites and Moabites on the east ; the country of the Midianites on 
the south-east ; that of Edom on the south ; Egypt on the south-west ; and the 
Mediterranean Sea on the west. In the days of the patriarchs the land was occupied 
by ten nations : the Kenites, Kenizzites. and the Kadmonitcs, eastward of Jordan ; 
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and westward, the Hittites, the Perizzitcs, tlic Rephaims, the Amorites, the Canu 
ites, the Girgashites, and the Jehusites, Gen. xv. 18 — 21. These were the " de- 
voted nations," who were in after ages expelled from thence, that God's peculiar 
people might dwell therein, according to hia promise to their ancestor, the faithful 
Abraham, Gen. xii. 1 — S ; Deut. ix. 4 — G- See Map of Canaan, iUustrating the 
Boohs ofjonhita and Judges. 

Phenicia. — This country extended from the Gulf of Issus, where it bounded 
Cilicia on the north, along the coast southwards to the termination of the ridges of 
Libauus and Anti-Libanus, near Tyro, where it met the border of Palestine. The 
coast abounded in bays and harbours, and its breadth, which did not exceed eight 
or ten leagues, was traversed by mountains branching from Libanus, several of 
which advanced their promontories into the sea. In this tract of country the great 
city of Sidon was founded, which owed its origin, according to the common opinion, 
to Sidon, the eldest son of Canaan. The greatness of Sidon was the result of ita 
skill in manufactures and its attention to commerce. In the book of Joshua, (xi. 8 ; 
3cix. 28,) it is called " great Sidon ;" and Homer notices its manufactures, its " em- 
broidered female dresses," " silver cups curiously wrought," and terms the Sido- 
nians, " skilled in many arts." But Sidon was eventually eclipsed in all its charac- 
teristics by Tyre, which is called in the Bible, the " daughter of Sidon," Isa. 
xxiii. 12, it having been a settlement of the Sidonians. Tyre was one of the most 
celebrated cities of antiquity, for wealth, strength, population, and commerce. In 
Josh. xix. 29, it is called, " the strong city Tyre ;" and in 2 Sam. xxiv. 7, " the 
Btronghold of Tyre." It was one of those ancient cities which formed the subject 
of prophecy, and against which the vengeance of God was denounced for the pride, 
impiety, and cruelty of its inhabitants. See Isa. xxiii. 1 — II, 1.5, 17 ; Ezek. xxvi. 
2 — 14; xxviii. 2— 8, 16 — 19. The predictions contained in these passages were 
fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar, who captured the old city, after a thirteen years' siege ; 
and by Alexander, who destroyed the new city, or Insular TjTe, which arose from 
its ashes. No trace of the former can now be discovered, and the latter is literally 
a, rock for fishers to dry their nets on, Ezek. xxvi. 14. h 

Assyria. — This country, in its most extensive s^nification, comprehended, ^ 

1. Assyria Propei; eastward of the Tigris, and south of Taurus. It was called ia 
Scripture, Kir, 2 Kings xvi. 9 ; Amos i. 5 ; ix. 7 ; which name is still traceable in 
tliat country. Thus the Kar-duchian, or Kurdistan mountains ; Kiare, the name 
of the loftiest ridge ; and the large town of Kerhook, evidently retain the original 
word, Kir, with some slight variation. Tliis was a rich and fertile, though moun- 
tainous region, finely watered by the springs of the Tigris, the greater and lesser 
Zab, the Diah, and the Mendcli. Its capital was Nineveh, celebrated both in sacred 
and profane history, and which is said, in the book of Jonah, {iii. 3,) to have 
been " an exceeding great city, of three days' journey," which probably refers to 
its circuit. It is in vain to search for this once powerful city ; so completely has 
prophecy been fulfilled. See Nah, i. 1,8; m. 17. 

2. Aram, or Syria, eastward of the Euphrates. This was divided into two dis- 
tricts, the northern and the southern. The upper is denominated in the sacred 
writings, Aram Naharaim, " Aram between the two rivers," and by the Greeks, 
Mesopotamia, having the same import. This was the country of Nahor, Gen. xxiv. 
10 ; of Laban, Gen. xxxi. "20 ; and of Balaam the diviner, Numb, xxili. 7 ; Deut. 
xxiii. 4. The lower part of this division was called Padan-aram, or " the cham- 
paign Aram," Gen. xxv. 20. In this region was Haron, Gen. xi. 31 ; called Charran, 
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Acts vii. 2 ; and the city of Nahor, Gen. xxiv. 10, to which the family of Abraham 
first emigrated from their original settlement at Ur of the Chaldees, situated near 
the margin of the river Tigris. Charran is thought to be recorded in Chaira!, in 
the north-west of Mesopotamia. The northern district extended from Mount Mesha 
to the wall of Media southwards, including all the fertile tract between the two 
rivers. The southern district, which was called " the land of Shinar," or Babylon, 
Gen. X. 10 ; xi. 2 ; " the land of Nimrod," Mic. v. G ; and Babylonia by the Greek 
and Ladn writers, reached from the wall of Media, or contracted the space between 
the two rivers about 300 miles, down to the Persian Gulf. 

3. Aram, or Si/ria, westward of the Euphrates. This, in Scripture, was divided 
into Aram ZobiJi, which reached from the Euphrates to the north and east of 
Damascus, I Sam, xiv. 47 ; 2 Sam. viii. 3 ; and Aram of Damascus, which lay to the 
south and west of the former. These corresponded to the Upper Syria, north of 
Mount Libanus, including Cosle Syria, or Hollow Syria, so called from its situa- 
tion between the two great ridges of Libanus and Anti-Libanus ; and Syria Palestina, 
which included the Holy Land, and that maritime border on its north-western aide 
which the Greeks called Phenicia, 

Akmenia. — Armenia was a considerable country of Asia, having Colchis and 
Iberia on the north. Media on the east, Mesopotamia on the south, Pontus and 
d^ipadocia on the west, and the Euphrates and Syria on the south-west. By 
dlers this country has been considered one of the most beautiful and fertile in 

» world. Its principal point of interest, however, to the Christian reader, is, that 
' it was the country from whence all the families of the earth spread abroad. The 
world having been destroyed for its iniquities by a flood, the ark, in which Noah 
and his family were saved, rested on Mount Ararat, which people of dJiferent nations 
and religions concur in placing in n. lat. 39° 30', and e. long, 44° 30*, in the vast 
chain between the southern extremities of the Black and Caspian Seas. The summit 
of this mountain is elevated 17,260 feel above the level of the sea, and is always 
covered with snow. It is a very grand object ; the minor mountains, which seem to 
branch out from it, and decline away in the distance, being so utterly insignificant 
in comparison, that the sublime effect of its appearance is not at all impaired, or its 
proportions hidden by them. So great is the veneration of the Armenians for this 
moimtain, that as soon as they can see it, which they can do at ten days' journey 
distance, they kiss the earth, and repeat certain prayers, making the sign of the cross. 

When Noah and his family quitted the ark, they descended into the plains that 
lay at the foot of the mountain. During the lives of Noah and his sons their families 
occupied Armenia, probably extending themselves into the adjacent pleasant coun- 
tries, Assyria and Media. How far they did so in after days has been considered 
in the notice of the preceding Map. 

Media. — Media Proper was boimded by Armenia and Assyria Proper on the 
west ; by Persia on the east ; by the Caspian provinces on the north ; and by Susiana 
on the south. It was an elevated and mountainous country, and, from its midland 
situation between the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf, derived its name, and 
formed a pass between the cultivated parts of Eastern and Western Asia. From 
this circumstance, and from the temperature, verdure, and fertility of its climate. 
Media was one of the most important and interesting regions of Asia. Into this 
country, in after ages, the ten tribes, who composed the kingdom of Israel, were 
transplanted by Tilgath-pilneser and Shabnanassar, in the Assyrian captivity. Com- 
pare 1 Chron. v. 26, and 2 Kings xvU. 6. 
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Kingdom of Nimkod. — Eastern authors say, that Nimrod was the first Jdng in 
the world, and the first who wore a crown. His kingdom was the land of SMnar, 
Gen. X. 10 ; but there are no data to fix the limits of this land with precision. The 
principal towns of his kingdom were, I . Babel, the original of that great city on the 
Euphrates, which, in after ages, became the capital of the Babylonian empire, Isa. 
itiii. 19 — 22 ; Dan. iv. 30. 2. Erech, which is generally believed to have been a 1 
city of Chaldea, which took for its present name Irak. 3. Calneh, which both j 
ancient and modem, European and Oriental authorities, concur in fixing the site i 
at what waa the great city of Ctesiphon, upon the eastern banks of the Tigris. 
4. Accad, which town is assigned by the most able geographers to be the Sittace of I 
the Greeks, and the Akkerkoof of the present time ; both of which names retain S' 
elements of its ancient denomination. It is situated about nine miles west of the f 
Tigris, at the place where that river makes its nearest approach to the Euphrates. 

Edom. — Edom, called Idumea by the Greeks and Romans, derived its name from 1 
Esau, who was also named Edom — a term denoting "red," or " red man," and \ 
which probably had reference to his personal appearance, as well as to the red 
pottage for which he sold his birthright, Gen. xxv. 30, and whose descendants J 
peopled this region. It is now called Sherath, and extends from the south-east \ 
end of the Dead Sea towards the Elanitic Gulf, which was a branch of the Red Sea. j 
Prior to this period it was inhabited by the Horim, or dwellers in caves, Deut. iL \ 
12, 32, who still continued in the north-eastern districts. Teman, a grandson of J 
Esau, gave name to a part of the land, Gen. xxxvi. U ; Jer'. xlix. 7, 20; Eiek. J 
xxv. 13; Obad. 9. Eliphaz, the Temanite, dwelt here, Job ii. 11. The Edom- 
ites were in all ages hostile to the Hebrews, 1 Sam. siv. 47 ; 2 Sam. viii. 14 ; Psa. 
Ix. 8, 9 ; I Chron. xviii. 12, 13 ; 1 Kings si. 15, 16 ; hence, by a figure of speech, 
the enemies of the true Israel of God are denominated Edomites. In general this j 
people were under subjection, but in later ages we find them extending north-east J 
as far as Hauran, and south as far as Dedan in Arabia, Jer. xlix. 8, 22 ; Isa. ( 
xxxiv. 6 ; Ixiii. I ; Ezek. xxv, 13. 



ANCIENT EGYPT. 
Egypt is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean ; on the east, by the little 
river El Arish, (Rhinocolura,) on the borders of Palestine ; and the Syrii 
Arabian Desert, which extends from the Mediterranean to the Gulf of Suez, and 
from thence southwards, by the west coast of the Red Sea ; and on the west by the 
Libyan Desert. From the earliest ages its boundary on the south has been fixed at 
the rapids or cataracts of Assouan, the ancient Syene, which are formed by a 
number of granite rocks, over which the great river rolls its foaming stream, 

The country of Egypt attained an earlier and a higher degree of civilization than 
any other in the world. It was the seat of a royal government in the days of the 
patriarch Abraham, and it abounded at that time with provisions, whUe the neigh- 
bouring countries, and even the fertile regions of Palestine, were exposed to famine, 
Gen. xii. 10. The peculiar fruitfulness of the soil of Egypt arose from the fertilizing 
influences of the annual inundations of the Nile. To this we find a reference, 
Deut, xi. 10, where, comparing the Promised Land with Egypt, the Hebrei 
says of the former, that it was watered by the rains of heaven ; and intimates of th6 
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latter, ttat it required manual labour, which refers to the process of irrigation. 
While Egypt, indeed, depends upon the annual overflow of the Nile for its fertility, 
the river is mudc available for the purpose of irrigation in the fullest extent only 
by means of nuraeroua canals and trenches, which require to he cleaned out every 
year, and the dykes carefully repaired ; this is the point of the comparison. 

The various branches of the NUe have their rise in the high lands north of the 
equator ; and, flowing through Abyssinia and other regions westward of it, meet in 
the country of Senaar. The united stream flows northwards through Nubia and 
Egypt, and, after a course of more than 1,800 miles from the farthest explored point 
of its principal branch, enters the Mediterranean by several mouths, which form the 
Delta of Egypt. In a distance of 1,350 nautical miles from the mouth of the 
Tacazze to the Delta, the Nile does not receive a single tributary stream, which 
Humboldt remarks is a solitary instance in the hydrographic history of the globe. 

The country of Egypt was divided into nomes, or provinces, to which we find 
a reference, Isa. xix. 'i ; on which passage an Egyptian father, Cyril, says, " A nome 
b a city with a circumjacent territory, and the places contained in it :" in other 
words, it was a province- 

The principal cities of Egypt were, 

1. No, No-Ammon, Dtospolis, or Thebes. This was the most ancient capital and 
renowned city of Egj-pt ; and it was most probably built by the first settlers, Mis- 
raim and his family ; whence Egypt is generally styled, " The land of Misraim," in 
the original Scriptures, though usually rendered, " The land of Egypt," The origin 
of the city is certainly lost in the remote infancy of human settlements and institu- 
tions. The Egyptian name of the city was No, Ezek. xix. 14 ; to which was added 
Amon, or Amoun, which, according to Herodotus, was a title of Jove among the 
Egyptians. This would suggest that the city denoted was the chief seat of the 
worship of Jupiter Amraon. And such was No ; for the Septuagint renders Ezek. 
XXI. 15, by Diospolis, " the city of Jove," on account of its devotion to the worship 
of Jupiter. The Grecian name of the city was Thebes, which was probably derived 
fixim thebeh, " an ark," like Noah's, the memory of which woidd naturally be 
preserved by the first settlers after the deluge, in all parts of the earth, Bruce, 
indeed, observes, that " the figure of the temples in Thebes do not seem to he fax 
removed from the idea given us of the ark." Some of the moniunents for which 
this city was so celebrated still remain ; testifj-ing at once to its ancient grandeur, 
and to the truth of the inspired volume which foretold its destruction. See Jer. xlvi. ; 
Ezek. XAX. 14 — IG. 2. Zoan, or Tania. Zoan is rendered by the Septuagint, 
Tanin, or Tanis, which was a city of Egypt, situated near the mouth of one of the 
branches of the Nile, thence called (Etiiun Taniticum. It appears to have been one 
of the most ancient capitals of Egypt. The sacred historian tells us, indeed, that 
it was built only seven years after Hebron, the chief residence of Abraham and 
his family. Numb. xiii. 22 ; and that it was one of the royal cities we gather from 
the fact, that the ten plagues were inflicted " in the field of Zoan," Psa. bcxviiL Vl. 
Even in the days of Isaiah it is mentioned as a seat of government, Isa. xix. 11, 
3. On, or Heliopolxs. This city was situated on the Pelusiac branch of the Nile, 
about five miles below the point of the Delta. It is mentioned in Scripture as early 
aa in the days of Joseph, who married the daughter of the high priest of that city, 
Gen. x)i. 50. The Hebrew name for this city was Bethshemesh, or " house of the 
Bun," which, or " city of the sun," is the meaning of all the Scripture names given 
to the place, except that of Aven, or Bethaven, Ezek, xxx, 17 ; Hoa. i. 5, which 
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means " vanity," or " house of vanity ;" a name the Hebrews were accustomed to 
apply to noted places of idolatrous worship. The Greek name of the place waa I 
Heliopolis, by which name the Septuagint version renders the original. The cit^ I 
derived its name from the worship of the sun, to which a celebrated temple waa j 
here consecrated. It was a famous seat of Egyptian science and learning ; and, I 
according to Berosus, it was the city of Moses, which well accounts for his scriptural I 
character, that he " was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." The destnic- J 
tion of On was foretold by the prophets Jeremiah, (xliii. I'S,) andEzekiel, {xxx. 17,) j 
which predictions were accomplished, probably by Nebuchadnezzar. Nothing but I 
mounds of earth and a solitary obelisk now mark the spot on which this city stood. 1 

4. iSi'w, or Pelusium. In Arabic the term signifies " mud," and was therefore the j 
same as Pelusium, from pelos, mud. By the prophet Ezekiel, who predicted its j 
overthrow, (xxx. 15,) it is called "the strength of Egypt;" and by Suidas, "the J 
key of Egypt," or, its strong barrier on the side of Syria and Arabia. But notwith- J 
standing its strength, according to the prediction of the prophet, it is laid prostrate. I 

5. Pibeseth, or Bubastis. By the Septuagint, Pibescth is regarded as the famoug I 
city of Bubastis, on the Pelusiac branch of the Nile ; whence this branch, which !■ 1 
the eastern, was indiscriminately cEdled the Bubastic, or the Pelusiac. The city J 
derived its name from a magnificent temple dedicated to the goddess Bubastis, | 
which Herodotus identifies with Diana. The site now bears the name of Tel-bastahf i 
but its ruins are somewhat more than half a mile west of the Tel, at Chobrah and | 
Heryeh. Its destruction was foretold by the prophet Ezekiel, fxxx. 17.) 6. NopA, I 
or Memphis. This was the renowned capital of Lower Egj-pt. According to | 
Herodotus, it was founded by Menes, the first king of Egypt, who turned the I 
channel of the river, and built the city in the ancient bed, where the strait between \ 
the Arabian and Libyan mountains is narrowest. At what time Mem]>his became J 
the great metropolis of Egypt is not known ; but, as the capital of Lower Egypt, J 
and as the metropolis of the country, it would appear that Noph. or Memphis, waa J 
the great city of the Pharaohs, or kings, with which the Old Testament Hebrews 1 
were best acquainted, and to which there are the most frequent references in Scrip- I 
ture, from the time that good old Israel went down thither, to the days of the j 
prophet Jeremiah. The wealth and the glory of Memphis are spoken of by moat J 
ancient writers, but concerning the details little is recorded ; and it is so utterly I 
waste, according to the prediction of the prophet, that the deficiency cannot be J 
supplied from existing remains, as at Thebes. See Jer. xlvi. 19. 7. Si/ene waa | 
the most southern city of the Thcbais, bordering on Nubia. By the prophet I 
Ezekiel (isix. 10 ; xxx. 6) the whole extent of Egypt, from north to south, is de- I 
scribed ; as, " from the tower of Syene even unto the border of Ethiopia." Strictly 
speaking, the boundary is formed by the mighty terraces of that peculiar reddish 
granite, called syenite, which, shaped into peaks, stretch across the bed of the Nile, 
and fiiim which the Egyptians obtained the stone so frequently employed by them 
in their obelisks and colossal statues. 

In concluding tliis brief notice of Ancient Egypt, it may be observed, that, in 
Scripture, it is chiefly remarkable for its retention of the Israelites in bondage, and 
for the events connected with that act of state policy. Sec Gen. xxxix. — 1. ; Exod. 
i. — xiv. In the latter chapters the reader will learn that tlie Almighty brought them 
forth from the midst of Egypt, according to his promise, with a mighty hand, to 
inhabit that good land, which is described poetically in Scripture as " flowing with 
milk and honey." The route they took from thence to Canaan may be traced in 
Map No. IV. 
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THE JOURNEYINGS OF THE ISRAELITES. 
ThB joTirneyinga we shall briefly describe ; they are replete with interest. This 
'journey, indeed, which oeciipied the space of forty years, from their departure out of 
Egypt till their arrival in Canaan, is one of the most extraordinary recorded in 
history. Almost every stage of it is marked by a succession of miracles most signal 
and astonishing. Their first station was Rameses, a city supposed to have been 
situated in the eastern part of Egypt, called " the land of Goshen," and sometimes 
from hence " the land of Rameses," Exod.xii. 37 ; Numb.xxxiii. 3. The position of 
this city has been fixed at about six or eight miles above the modem Cairo, a little 
to the south of the ancient Letopolis. From hence they came to Succolh, which 
signifies " tents," or " bootlis," and probably means no more than a spot where 
caravans are wont to encamp. On this route, at about twelve miles n.n.e. from 
the present Cairo, occin-s a place which la very convenient for an encampment, and 
where the great pilgrim caravan from Cairo to Mecca awaits the arrival of the 
western pilgrims ,previo us to its final departure, and where it breaks up on its 
return. This is thought, with great probability, to be the Succoth of the lest, 
Exod. xii. 37 ; Numb, xxxiii. 5, Their next station was Etham, which was " in 
the edge of the wilderness," Exod. xiii. "20 j from whence they were commanded to 
turn, or remove, to " Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal- 
zephon," Exod. xiv. 2 j which most probably was a pass or strip of land along the 
western shore of the guli', between the mountains which akirt the sea and the sea 
itself. This the name woidd indicate ; and the opinion is the more probable, 
because the flanks of the Hebrew host would have been exposed to the Egyptians 
whilst marching into the sea, which we find was actually the case, inasmuch as they 
were protected in that direction by the merciful intervention of a pillar of cloud. 

After passing througli this valley, tlie miraculous pa&sage of the Red Sea took 
place, and the overthrow of the Egyptians therein, which gave rise to that beautiiiil 
ode, indited by Moses, and sang by Miriam and her attendants, Exod. xv, 1 — ^21. 
When they had passed the waters they entered the wilderness ofShur, which applies 
to the western portion, and, in a large sense, to the whole of the desert between 
Palestine and Egypt, and therefore extending across the peninsula on the north. 
Here the denomination is applied so as to show that it extended into the peninsula, 
or at least some distance down on the eastern shore of the Red Sea, Their first 
station in the wilderness was Marah, where the miracle of rendering bitter water sweet 
occurred, Exod. xv. 23 — 25. The spot where this event took place is considered 
to be the well of Howara, near the barren bed of a winter torrent, called Wady 
Amarah, which is the same in sound and meaning as Marah. It occurs on the 
customary road along the coast from Suez to Sinai. Burckhardt observes of the 
water of this well, that there is no other absolutely bitter on the whole coast so far 
as Ras Mohammed, at the extremity of the peninsula. Their next station was EHm, 
" where were twelve wells of water and threescore and ten palm-trees," Exod. iv.27. 
The site of Elim is fixed, by Niebuhr and Burckhardt, at Wady Gharendel, which 
lay south from Howara, and which is the largest of all torrent beds on the west side 
of the peninsula. The valley b full of date-trees, tamarisks, the gharkad, and 
acacias of different species. There is a copious spring with a small rivulet here, 
which renders the valley one of the principal stations on the route to Sinai. The 
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Israelites took their journey from Eliin, and came unto the tmlderness of 5i'M, 
" between Elim and Sinai," Exod. xvi. 1, It was itninediati?ly after they had entered 
dm desert that the miraculous supply of quails and of manna from hcaTen waS 
furnished them, tei. 2 — 16. The children of Israel journeyed from thence, and 
came toDopkkafuAlti3A,aiidBeph)dim,Exod.\vu. 1; Numb. xxxiii. 12 — 14. Of 
these two former places we can only know the relative situations : the latter was in 
the vicinity of Mount Horeb. Much interest ia attached to tliis station. Here the 
miraculous supply of water from the rock took place ; and here the Israelites 
were, for the first time, attacked by their implacable foes the Amalekites, Exod. 
xvii. 8 — 13. Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, visited him also at this station, 
and, by his advice, judges were appointed to assist the Jeiviah leader in his judicial 
capacity, Exod. xviii. Their next encampment was in the Desert of Sinai, where 
many events of the deepest importance occurred. From Mount Sinai, which Gome 
identify with Mount Catherine, in the chain of mountains called El Tyh, the 
Almighty mode known his will, through the medium of Moses, to the assembled 
multitude below. Here (he decalogue was given, and the covenant mode, Exod. 
XX. 1 — 17 ; xxiv. 7, 8. See also Exod. xix. and the succeeding chapters, to which 
the reader is referred, rather than any attempt made to present a summary of them, 
The worship of the golden calf also took place here, by which act the covenant, 
recently made by the people was broken by them, Exod. xxxii . ; Neh. ix. 18,J 
The Almighty, ever mercifiil and gracious, however listened to the prayers and' 
mediation of Moses, renewed the covenant, and received them into his favour again, 
Exod. xxxiv. After this the people were numbered. Numb. i. ; the tabernacle 
erected, Exod. xl. 17; and Aaron and his sons consecrated. Lev, viii. 6. At this 
place also the sacrifice of atonement, which was the first offering for Aaron and the 
people, was made, Lev, ix. ; the second passover celebrated, Numb. ix. 5 ; and 
Nadab and Abihu destroyed for oflfering strange fire unto the Lord, Lev. z. 
1,2; Numb.iii. 4. 

The Israelites next removed to the Dese^-l of Paran ; the first station in which 
" great and terrible wilderness" was Taberah, a name given to the place because 
here many of the people were destroyed by fire from heaven for their complaining!, 
Numb. X. 12 ; xi. 3. Their next station was Kibroth Hatiaamk, or Topkel, which 
was also derived fi-om a similar cause ; the name being given to the station because the 
people lusted for flesh, and died while the quails, which had been miraculously sup- 
plied them, were yet in their mouths. Numb. xi. 34 ; xxxiii. 16; Deut.i.l, Thence 
they came to HazeroUi, Numb. xi. 35 ; Deut. i. 1 ; at which place the sedition of 
Minam and Aaron occurred. Numb. xii. ; and from nhence they journeyed to 
Rifhmah, Rimmon Parez, Libnah, and Kadcsh-bamea. It was from this latter 
place that spies were sent to view the Promised Land, from whose evil report the 
people were so intimidated and unmindful of the promises they had received, and 
the Divine protection they were under, that they rebelled ; for which they were 
sentenced to wander in the wilderness forty years, and the Amalekites were also 
permitted to punish them. Numb, xxxii. 8 ; xiii. 2 — 26; xiv. ; xxxii. 13; xiv. 45. 
The rebellion of Korah also took place here, and the bud'iUng of Aaron's rod. 
Numb. xvi. ; xvii, ! — 10. 

The retrograde movement of the Israelites carried them back southwards through 
the same wilderness of Paran ; hut, by a more eastern route, nearer Mount Seir to 
Ezion-gabcr, on the eastern gulf of the Red Sea. The stations enumerated are 
Riasah, Kehelathah, Mount Shapher, Haradah, Makhehth, Tahath, Tarah, Mithcah, 
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Hashmonah, Moserotk, Bene-jaakan, Hbr-^agiifyad, JotbathaK, Ehronak. and 
Exion-gaber, Numb, xxxiii. 1^1 — 36. What space of time was spent in these 
•ereral encampmeiita we are not informed. The cloud resting on the tabernacle, 
when and where that moved thither they followed, and rested where it rested ; and 
" whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the 
tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and joux- 
neyed not : but when it was taken up, they journeyed," Numb. ix. 22. It appears 
probable that they wandered to and fro through all the regions of El Tyh, fre- 
quently perhaps, in the course of the thirty-eight years, returning to the same 
stations where they knew from experience that pasture might be found for the 
flocks. At length they were directed to journey forward again. From Ezion- 
gaber, or Dlzsdiab, Deut. i. 1, and at the soudiern part of Mount Seir, they 
turned northwards up the Desert of Sin, or El Abrah, on the western side of that 
mountain, and separated from the Desert of Paran by a ridge of hills. This course 
they pursued to Mount Hor, or Seir, on the edge of Edom. Here Aaron died. 
Numb. XX. 23 — 28 ; xxxiii. 37, 38 ; and the Israehtes tarried here to bury him, 
and to mouin for his loss. At this place they were attacked by king Arad, a 
Canaanite, who took some of them prisoners, but whose territories were after- 
wards delivered into their hands. Numb. xxi. 1 — 3. 

If the Israelites could have traversed the Desert of Sin, they would have obtained 
a shorter and better passage across Mount Seir, or through the land of Edom, to 
Canaan ; but they were again to be taught submission. The Lord saw fit again to 
lead them a toilsome way. Nothing was left them but to return to the plain of 
Ezion-gaber, and to make the circuit of the mountain on the southern side. The 
next encampment mentioned after their return from Mount Hor is Hashmonak 
again, at which a notable event now occurred. The people murmuring against 
God and his servant Moses, they were bitten by fiery flying serpents; and the 
faithftil were saved or cured by looking at the brazen serpent, that wondioas 
emblem of the Redeemer crucified, to which our Lord himself refers : " As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up : 
that whosoever believeth in liim should not perish, but have eternal life," John iii. 
14, 15: see also John xiL 32 ; Isa. liii. 10. 

In marching northwards, the Israelites were ordered not to molest the nations of 
the Edomites and Moabites, through whose territories they were to pass, Deut. ii. 
4 — 9. At first these nations refiised them a passage, but afterwards the Lord 
interposed, and they went unmolested to the stations of Purwn and Oboth, by the 
way of the plains of Elo/h and Exion-yaber, not far from the head of the Elanitic 
Golf, Numb. xxi. 4 — 10; Deut. a. 29. At the next station, Jje-aharim, they 
reached the borders of Moab, and next passed the valley and brook Zered, going 
quietly onwards through Ar, in the territory of Moab, and pitched over against the 
^ children of Ammon on the other side of Amon, Numb. xxi. 12 — 13. Their next 

■ station was Beer, or Beer-elim, " the well of the princes," as it is called by Isaiah, 
I (xv. 8,) because God there supplied them with water. Numb, xxi, 16 — 18. At the 
H succeeding station, Jahaz, they overthrew Sihon and all his people, taking from him 

■ all his cities, from Aroer, which is by the brink of the river Amon southwards, even 

■ unto Gilcad northwards. Numb. xxi. 2;J— 32 ; Deut. ii. 32—36. 

■ TJie Israelites turned away from the Ammonites eastwards, to attack Og, the king 
I of Bashan, who had previously leagued with Sihon, and defeated him and all his 

■ people at Edrei, taking from both all their territories on this side of Jordan unto 
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Mount Hennoii norlh wards, and bounded eastward by the great wilderness which' 
reached to the river Euphrates, and westwards by the land of the Ajnmonit^s, and; 
the remnant of the land of the Moabitesj Numb. xxi. 24 ; Deut. ii. "26 — 37 ; xxix. 7 (,i 
Judg. xi. '21. These conquered lands and " cities of the plain" being fit for 
pasturage, were allotted, at their own request, to the tribes of Reuben and Gad and 
the half tribe of Manasseb, which abounded in cattle, on the condition of their 
assisting the other tribes in the conquest of the Promised Land westwards of 
Jordan, Numb, xxxii. ; Deut. iU. 8 — 20. It was from hence tlie next station was 
called Dibon-Grid, in order to distinguish it from another Dibon belonging to 
the Reubenites, Josh. xiii. 17. Dibon-Gad was on the northern borders of the 
territories of Sihon, Numb. xxi. 30. Thence they turned back again to Altnon 
Diblathaim, or Diblath, on the edge of the wilderness of Kedemoth, Ezek, vi. 14; 
from whence they proceeded southwards to Mattanak, and thence westwards to 
Nahaliel and Bamoth, in iLe valley belonging to Moab, into which they enteri 
peaceably, and proceeded northwards again to the top of Pisgah, or " the hill," whidhj 
looked towards the wilderness eastwards. Numb. xxi. IS — 20; Deut. xxxiv. 
They crossed the mountains westwards, and pitched their tents in the plains of 
Moab, on this, or the eastern, side of Jordan, opposite to Jericho, and abode in 
Shittim, or as it was afterwards called Abel Shlttim. or " the mourning of Shittim," 
from the slaughter of the Israelites there in the matter of Baal-peor, which was the 
same as Chemosh, the obscene divinity of the Moabites, Numb. xxv. 

A general muster of the Israelites now took place, soon after which Moses uttered 
his last pathetic exhortations to the people, and appointed his successor Joshua, 
Numb. xxvi. 2 — 4 ; Deut. i. After this, the prophet ascended the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 6rom whence he was indulged with a view of the 
Promised Land. He saw it, and was glad ; but a better portion was reserved for 
him. Whilst viewing this earthly Canaan, he was removed to Canaan above, whertfl 
all that is lovely and enduring is enjoyed, Deut, xxxiv. 1 — 8. 

But, though Moses was denied an entrance into this earthly Canaan, the people of 
Israel were not. Faithful to his promise, God, by his servant Joshua, led them 
from Abel Shittim, which was on the banks of the Jordan, down to the water's edge, 
and there again exerted his Almightypower on their behalf. He divided the waters^ 
and the people passed over right against Jericho, Josh, iii. 

Thus have we traced the joumeyings of the Israelites through the wildemesBij 
In it the true believer may discover a lively type of his own pilgrimage in this 
wilderness — earth. And he may take comfort hrom thence ; for as the Almighty 
fulfilled his promise towards that people, bearing with their infirmities, and 
subduing all their foes, so surely will he bear with and protect him, and finally 
bring him to that good land to which he aspires, and whither his Redeemet 
is gone before — the heavenly Canaan. 
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No.V. 
CANAAN, ILLUSTRATING THE BOOKS OF JOSHUA AND JUDGES. 

The children of Israel reached the Promised Land, the boundaries of which are 
accurately described, Numb, xxxiv., about B. c. IG08 ; but they were not to enjoy 
immediate rest Before any division of the land took place, they were employed in | 
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the reduction of the mimcrous in dependent kingdoms into which Canaan was then 
divided. These would appear to have been so many insurmountable obstacles in their 
path ; but the Almighty had promised that he would drive these nations out before 
them, and kia word never fails. Led onward by Joshua, their Divinely appointed 
leader, in the first campaign the Israelites reduced all the open country, and several 
of the towns in the southern division of the Land of Promise, which Joshua describes 
by the hill country, the south, the vale, the springs; " from Kadcsh-bamea," 
(eastwards,) " even unto Gaza," (westwards,) " and all the country of Goshen," 
(southwards.) " even unto Gibeon," (northwards,) Josh. x. 4 — 42. In the ensuing 
campaigns the Israelites subdued the northern powers, who were assisted by the 
Jebusites of the hill country, (southwards,) and reduced the land as far as Great 
Sidon, (northwards,) and the valley of Mizpeh, (eastwards,) except the fenced cities, 
among which were Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod, or Azotus, in the land of the Phihstincs. 
In the sixth year, the first division of the lands took place, when the tribes of 
Judah, Ephraim, and half Manasseh, obtained their portions. These, added to the 
eastern tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh, settled in the lands of the 
Amorites, Moahites, and Midianites, conquered by Moses, completed the settlement 
of these five tribes. But the Israelites now appear to have grown remiss in their 
exertions to take possession of the country, for Joshua thus reproved them : " How 
long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the Lord God of your fathers hath 
given you?" Josh. x\-iii. 3. Thus stimulated, they renewed their conquests ; and, 
finally, the seven remaining tribes obtained their allotments, as minutely described. 
Josh, xviii. xix. The division thus established, continued to he the only one 
known to the Israelites for upwards of five hundred years, until after the death of 
Saul. It must not be supposed, however, that they obtained entire possession of 
the land. On the contrary, a large portion of the history of this period is filled up 
with their confiicts with the previous inhabitants of Canaan, more especially the 
Philistines, who remained in possession of their five lordships, and whose country 
extended soutli wards towards Egypt. 

TTie relative situation of the twelve tribes will be seen in the Map, The tribe of 
Levi, who would make a tliirteenth, being selected for the immediate service of 
God, possessed no lands, but were dispersed among the other tribes ; while that of 
Joseph, being divided into two, (see Josh, xvi.,) completed the twelve. Forty-eight 
cities were appropriated to the residence of the Levites, thence called Levitical cities, 
with the tenths and first-fruits of the estates of their brethren. To the Kohathitcs 
were allotted twenty-three cities, (thirteen of which were properly sacerdotal, inas- 
much as they were assigned to the sons of Aaron, to whom the priesthood was excln- 
aively confined ;) to the Gershonitcs, thirteen ; and the Mcrarltes, twelve. Six of 
these Levitical cities were asyla, or cities of refuge. Numb. xxxv. 6 ; whither the man 
who had slain his fellow " unwittingly" might fice and find an asylum &um his 
pursuers, and be secure from the efllects of private revenge till cleared by a legal 
process. To this end the Israehtes were commanded to " prepare a way," or make 
good the road, " that every slayer may flee thither" without impediment, and with 
all possible expedition. Dent. xix. 3. The rabbins inform us, that at every cross- 
road was set up this inscription, " Refuge 1 Refuge !" It was probably in allusion to 
this circumstance that the holy Baptist is described as " the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight," Matt 
iiL 3. He was the Messiah's forerunner, and in that character was to remove all 
obstacles to men*s flying to Him as their asylum, and obtaining the salvation of God. 
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It may be mentioned, that the sites of only a part of the places in tliis Map can I 
now be precisely or positively identified. Among those that are clearly known, aiA 1 
Jerusalem ; Acco, now Acre, or Akka ; Shechem, now Nabloua ; Joppa, or Jaff&j 
Hebron, and Gaza : all of which are towns or villages of some importance, Ashdod 
is reduced to an inconsiderable town, and Bethlehem is a village with only three 
hundred inhabitants. Of Askelon, Belhahan, Jericho, Bethel, and Heshbon, nothing 
remains but raoiJdering ruins ; and of Jezreel, Megiddo, Tirzah, and Shumen — 
all places of interest to the Christian — no traces can be now discovered. Time, 
which mutilates and destroys all earthly things, has laid them prostrate I 



No. VI. 

THE KINGDOMS OF DAVID AND SOLOMON. 

Canaan was not entirely possessed by the Israelites until several ages after they firsi 
passed the river Jordiin. The remnant of the original inhabitants, however, who 
had contested with the people during th.e time of the Judges, and of Saul, the first 
monarch of Israel, were subdued by David. This prince, desirous of completing its 
reduction, first turned his arms westwards, against the Phihstines, whom he sub- 
dued, taking from them Gath and its territory, 2 Sam. viii. I ; 1 Chron- xviii. 1. 
He next turned eastwards, and subdued the Moabites beyond Jordan, and rendered 
them tributary, 2 Sam. viii. 2. From thence he proceeded northwEuds, and subdued 
the Syrians of Zobah and Damascus, extending his conquests to the Euphrates, as 
promised to Abraham, Gen. xv. 18; 2 Sam. viii, 3 — 10. After this he proceeded 
southwards, and defeated the Edomites, fiilfilling thereby the prediction of the future 
subjection of the family of Esau to that of Jacob, Gen. xxv. 23 ; xxvii. 29, 40 ; Numb. 
jtxiv. 18; 1 Chron. xviii. 12, 13; 2 Sam. viii. 14. This was the most important 
accession which the Hebrew territories received, inasmuch as it gave them the com- 
mand of one of the arms of the Red Sea and the port of Ezion-gaber ; from which, 
in conjunction with the Phenicians, those expeditions were made to Ophir and 
Tarshish, which imported into Judea the various productions of foreign lands, 
1 Kings X. 2 — 18. Thus was the Promised Land put into the entire possession of 
the Hebrews by Darid, of whose son and successor it is said, " And Solomon 
reigned over all kingdoms from the river" (the Euphrates) " unto the land of the 
Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt," 1 Kings iv. 21. This monarch made a 
new division of the land, separating it into twelve pro\Tnees or districts, and placing 
each under a peculiar officer. The names of these, and also of the cantons over 
which they presided, will be found 1 Kings iv. 7 — 19. 

One important feature in this Map is Tadmor, in " the wilderness," which 
founded by Solomon, 1 Kings ix. 18, and is known to the Arabs at the present day 
by the same name. The situation of this once famous city is in a small oasis of the 
desert, abundantly supplied with pure water, which renders it probable that it 
a place of resort to caravans travelling from the east to Phenicia and Asia Minor. 
The Hebrew name of this city signified a palm-tree, whence the Greeks called it 
Palmyra, " the city of palms." Its ruins show that it was one of the most glorious 
of all ancient cities. The usual approach to them is from the west, through a valley 
about two miles long, at the termination of which, thousands of Corinthian pillars, 
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standing isolated in a vast and \eve\ desert, extending from thence to the Euphrates, 
burst upon the travellers' sight in awful grandeur. " So numerous arc these," it has 
been said, " that the spectator is at a loss to connect or arrange them in any order or 
tjaaaetry, or to conceive what purpose or design they could have answered." 



THE KINGDOMS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 

On the death of Solomon, B.C. 991, his son Rehoboam ascended the throne; but 
he did not long retain the kingdom entire, as bequeathed to him by his father. 
Ten of the tribes, who had long meditated a revolt, erected themselves into a 
separate kingdom, which was distinguished as the kingdom of Israel ; while the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin formed the kingdom of Judah, The former of these 
kingdoms contained all the middle and northern parts of the land, with the country 
beyond Jordan, and all the tributary nations eastward to the Euphrates. Its capital 
was Samaria, in the tribe of Ephraim. Tlie latter kingdom contained all Ae 
southern parts of the land, consisting of the allotmcnis of the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, and so much of the territories of Dan and Simeon as were intermixed 
■with these allotments. Its capital was Judah, in the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Kings xi. 
12, 13, 32, 3.5, 36 ; 2 Kings xvii. I S. It was in this portion of the Holy Land that 
so many of the transactions recorded in the earlier portions of Scriptural history — 
to which the memory of the Christian will recur, and some of which will hereafter 
fell under brief notice — took place. 

During the period to which this Map refers, Damascus, the capital of Syria, 
appears to have obtained an importance unknown before. This city was founded 
in the patriarchal ages, Gen. xiv. 15, and it has preserved a considerable share of 
importance, even to the present day. It is now one of the largest towns of Syria. 
The district in which it is situated is one of peculiar beauty, being one continued 
scene of well watered gardens and fruitful orchards. The river Pharpar. (Barrada,) 
which waters these gardens, was one of those streams which Naaman valued, in his 
pride, above all the waters of Israel, 3 Kings T. 12; and one of its principal stxeame 
vas probably the other. 



CANAAN AT THE PERIOD OF THE CAPTIVITIES. 
The kingdoms of Judah and Israel continued as described in the preceding article 
till the days of Ahaz, king of Judah. In this monarch's reign, (b.c. 739,) Pckah, 
king of Israel, and Rezin, king of Syria, entered into a confederacy against him, 
designing to dethrone the house of Darid, and make the son of Tabeal king in his 
stead, Isa. vii. 5, 6. To avert this calamity, Ahaz, rejecting a gracious sign of 
deliverance from the Lord, made known to him and the house of David by Isaiah, 
fvii. 11, 12,) called upon the king of Assyria, Tiglath-pileser, to come to his aid, 
bribing him with an offer of the spoils of the temple and the promise of vassalage. 
This monarch, glad of a pretext for attacking the Syrians and Israelites, " hearkened 
K to him," and invaded them in the second year of his reign. He took Damascus, 
H Blew E^ezin, and carried the inhabitants captive to Kir, or Assyria Proper, 2 Kings 
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xvi, 7 — 9. At the same time he carried the transjordanite tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and half Manasseh. captives to Media, where he planted them in Halah, Habor, 
Hara, and on the river Goaan, 1 Chron. v. 26 ; and also the other half of Manasseh 
in Galilee, 2 Kings xv. 29. But the king of Judah had Uttlc cause ta congratulate 
himself on this residt. The saered writer says of the rapacious king of Assyria, 
that " he helped him not," 2 Chron, xxviii. 21 ; and Prideaux remarks, " Instead of 
two petty princes, whom he had afore for his neighbours, and with either of which 
he was well able to cope, he had now this mighty king for his neighbour, against 
whom no power of the land was sufficient to make any resistance, and the ill effect 
whereof both Israel and Judah did afterwards sufficiently feel." This was the first 
captivity ; which may be looked upon as the precursor of a second far more complete 
and disastrous to the kingdom of Israel, which it Buhvcrted, This event took place 
under Salmanezer, who, in Hos. x. 14, is called simply Shalman. This prince, who 
was the successor of Tiglath-pileser, and whose reign extended, according to Dr. 
Hales, from 726 to 714 B.C., invaded the kingdom of Israel, besieged Samaria, and 
took it in the third year of the siege, and the sixth of Hezekiah's reign, 2 Kings 
xviii.9, 10, and transplanted the seven remaining western tribes of Israel into Media 
likewise, in the same stations with their brethren, 2 Kings x>-ii. 3— S ; xviii. 9 — 1 1 ; 
thereby fiilfilling many predictions relating to this event. See laa. ra. 8, 9 ; viii, 
6, 7. But still the kingdom of Judah remained. The tribes which composed this 
kingdom were not, however, to remain unscathed. Their iniquities had likewise 
marked them out for destruction, and the sure word of prophecy had gone forth 
also against them. See Jer. xxxiv. ; xxxvii, 1 — 10; Ezek. xxi. 1 — 27 ; xxiv. 1,14. 
Accordingly, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign, (586 B.C.,) about 400 years 
after the estahUshment of the two kingdoms, the Chaldeans, after a siege of eighteen 
months, stormed Jerusalem about midnight, and put the inhabitants, young and old, 
to the sword, 2 Kings xxv. 2 — 4; 2 Chron. ixxvi. 17 — 19; Jer. xxxix. 1 — 7. Zede- 
kiah, and his army, and his sons, were carried prisoners to the king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar, at Riblah, in Calo-Syria. Four years after, in the twenty-thJrd 
year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuaaradan entered again into the land of Judea, 
and carried off the miserable remnant of the inhabitants from Jerusalem. See 
2 Kings xxiv., xxv. ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 7 — 21 ; Jer. lii. 15. See also Levit. ixvi. 
33, 34 ; Jer. xxiv. 1 — 5 ; Isa. i. 25 ; which contain predictions of the event, and 
explanations why it was ordained. Nebuchadnezzar left Gedaliah governor of the 
land, who was slain by Ishmael and some confederates, who, fearing the resentment 
of the Chaldeans for this massacre, volimtarily banished themselves to Egypt, carry- 
ing with them the prophet Jeremiah. The year after the conquest of Judea, 
Nebuchadnezzar subjugated and desolated the nations of the Ammonites, Moabites, 
Edomitos, and Arabians ; the Sidonians, Tynans, and Philistines ; the Egyptians and 
Abyssinians, and others. Sec Jer. xxxvii. 7 ; Ezek. xxv. 1 — 3; xxvi. 1 — 14;which 
events were foretold in general terms by Isaiah, (xxiii. 1 5, ) and Jeremiah, (xxv. 11; 
zzvii. 7.) 



No. IX. 

PALESTINE IN THE TIME OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

DcBiNG the period of the New Testament history, the Romans were in possession o 

Palestine ; there were several great divisions of the land. These divisions were, 

1 . JcDEA, which was the most southern, and comprehended the original portion d 
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the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, and Dan. Josephiis, who has given adcscrip- 
tionof the extent and magnitude ofeach province, thus deacribea this portion :—" The 
southern parls, if they be measured lengthwise, are bounded by a village adjoining 
the confines of Arabia, called by the Jews who dwell there, Jordan ; and ite northern 
limit, where it joins Samaria, is the village Annath, also called Borceos : its breadth, 
however, is extended from the river Jordan to Joppa, on the shore of the Mediter- 
ranean. The city of Jerusalem is situated in the very middle, on which account 
some have, with sagacity enough, called that city the navel of the country. Nor b 
Judea destitute of such delicacies as come from the sea, since its maritime places 
extend as far as Ptolemais. It was divided into eleven portions, of which the royal 
city of Jerusalem was the chief; and ruled over the neighbouring country, as the 
head over the body. As for the other cities which were inferior to it, they presided 
over their several toparchies. Gophna was the second of them ; Acrabatta the next ; 
after them. Thamna, Lydda, Emmaus, Palla, Idmnca, Engcdi, Herodium, and 
Jericho ; and after these came Janmia and Joppa, as presiding over the neighbour- 
ing people." From the Mishna, it appears that this division was considered under 
four aspects ; namely, the western, which lay along the Mediterranean ; the moun- 
tainous, or pastoral district ; the plain, which lay farther east, and inclined towards 
Jordan ; and the vale, or flat, which bordered on the banks of that river. The whole 
of this province was often denominated the south country, because it lay southwards 
of Samaria. 

2. Samaria. — This pro\-ince comprehended the original possessions of the tribes 
of Ephraim and Manasseh, and was the middle division of the country on this side 
Jordan. Josephua describes it in the following terms : — " It is entirely of the same 
nature as Judea, for both countries are made up of hills and vallies, are moist 
enough for agriculture, and are very fertile. They have abundance of trees, and 
are full of autumnal fruit, both that which grows wild, and that which is the result 
of cultivation. They are naturally watered by many streams, but derive their chief 
moisture from rain water, preserved in reservoirs during the dry season, of which 
they have no want ; and as for those streams which they have, their waters are 
exceeding sweet. By reason also of the excellent grass which they have, their 
cattle yield more milk than those in other places ; and, what is the greatest sign of 
excellency and abundance, they each of them are very full of people." From the 
life of this author it appears, that the length of Samaria was three days' journey 
from north to south. He says — " It is absolutely necessary for those who would go 
quickly to Jerusalem," {from Galilee,) " to pass through that country ; for, in that road, 
they might, in three days' time, go from Galilee to Jerusalem." Hence there was 
a natural, as well as moral reason, that our Saviour " must needs go through 
Samaria" to Jerusalem, as recorded John iv, 4. 

3. Galilee. — This was the most northerly division of Palestine, and contained tl.e 
original portions of Issachar, Zebulun, Naphtali, Asher, and parts of the tribe of 
Dan and the eastern half tribe of Manasseh. It was the most extensive province 
of the Holy Land, and is divided by Josephus into Upper and Lower Galilee, the 
former of which divisions abounded in mountains, and was understood by the terra, 
" Galilee of the Gentiles ;" as the mountainous nature of the country enabled those 
to possess the fastnesses to defend themselves against invaders. The limits of the 
entire Galilee have been thus defined by Josephus: — " It is terminated west by 
Ptolemais and Carmel, which do not belong to Galilee ; on the south, by the country 
of Samaria and Scythopolis, on the river Jordan ; on the east, by the cantons of 
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Hippos, Gadara. and Gauliin; on the north, by the confines of the Tynans." Lower H 
Galilee contained the plain of Esdrolon, which is nearly fifty miles in length, and 
twenty in breadth. Dr. Wells remarks of this province, that it was most honoured 
with our Saviour's presence. Here his miraculous birth was announced to his 
mother ; hither Joseph and Mnry returned with him, then a child, out of Egypt ; it J 
was here he settled and lived with his reputed father and the blessed Virgin, b 
mother, till ho began to be about thirty years of age, and wa-i baptized of John^ 
It waa hither he returned after his baptism, and temptation by the devil, nnd af^4 
hia entrance upon his public ministry, though he frequently visited the other# 
provinces, yet it was here that his dwelling place was, whence he was called i 
Galilean, And, lastly, it was here our Lord made his first appearance to the clev^M 
chosen disciples, or apostles, after hia resurrection. To all which may be a<ldec 
that the most considerable part, if not all, of his apostles, were of this country yM 
whence ihey arc all styled by the angels, " men of Galilee," Acts i. 1 1, 

Such were the principal divisions of Palestine to the west of Jordan ; the eastem4 
districts on the other side of that river, which were inhabited by the two tribes and'<l 
a half, were divided into Perea on the north, and Idumea on the south. 

1. Pebka. — This division had its limits east at Philadelphia; weat,at theJordanf^ 
south, at Macbipms ; and north, at Fella. Under this appellation, however, some- 
times is included the whole country cast of the Jordan, comprising the cantons a 
Perea on the south ; Batanea and Gaulon in the middle ; and Iturea, Trachonite«/l 
and Auranites, on the north. This district abounded with pines, ohve trees, palni|l 
trees, and other rare plants, and was well watered with springs and torrents fronn 
the mountains. At the present day, though the country is desolated, travellei<4 
speak of this district with expressions of delight, 

2, Idumea, or Edom. — This province comprised the extreme southern part of thft^ 
land, and also a small part of Arabia. Ihiring the captivity of Babylon it appears t« 
have been possessed by the neighbouring Idumeans, who, in after ages, being ci 
quered by the victorious army of the Maccabees, embraced Judaism, and becai 
incorporated into the body of the Hebrew nation. The tract of land inhabited b 
them not only retained the name of Idumea during the time of the New Testamei 
history, Mark iii. 8, but also till later ages. 

It may also be observed, that in this Map are defined many places of deep interest 
to the Christian reader. Palestine, indeed, at all times interesting, seems at this 
period to be peculiarly so. Almost every spot is hallowed ground ; for there the 
feet of the Redeemer of mankind walked while performing his mission of mercy./ 
TTiese remarks apply more emphatically to the province of Jndea, some of the most'l 
important features of which will be noticed in the succeeding article. 



No. X. 

JERUSALEM, WITH THE NEIGHBOURING COUNTRY. 
Jerusalem, which is frequently styled in Scripture the " Holy City," is generally i 
supposed to owe its origin to Melchizedek, king of Salem, who was also " priest 
of the most high God," Gen. xiv. 18. Dr. Hales considers that Melchizedek was a 
Jebusite, for in 1 Chron. xi, 4, Jerusalem is called Jebua. It was inhabited by 
Jebusites till the reign of David, who expelled them, and made it the capital of hit 
kingdom, under the name of Jebus-salem, or, for the sake of euphony, Jerusalem. 
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The city waa biiilt on four hiUs, called Zioa, Acra, Jloriah, and Bezctha. The 
whole foundarion was, indeed, a high rock, formerly ctdled Moriah, or " vision," 
becaiise it could be seen afar off, especially on the south, Gen, sxLi. 2, 4. Josephus 
ia the highest authority we possess for ascertaining the form and limits of the Jewish 
capital, and therefore we present his account to the reader. He says — " The city was 
built on two hills, which are opposite to each other, having a valley to divide them 
asunder ; at which valley the corresponding rows of houses on both hills terminate. 
Of these hills, that which contains the upper city is much higher, and in length 
more direct. Accordingly, it was called ' the citadel,' by king David : he was the 
father of that Solomon who built this temple at the first ; but it is by us called ' the 
upper market-place.' But the other hill, which is called ' Acra,' and sustains the 
lower city, is of the shape of the moon when she is horned ; over against this there 
waa a third hill, but naturally lower than Acra, and parted, formerly, from tlie other 
by a broad valley. In the time when the Asmoneans reigned, they filled up that 
valley with earth, and had a mind to join the city to the temple. They then took 
off part of the height of Acra, and reduced it to a less elevation than it was before, 
that the temple might be superior to it. Now, ' the valley of the Cheesemongers,' 
as it was called, was that which distinguished the hill of the upper city from that of 
the lower, and extended as far as Siloam ; for that ia the name of a fountain which 
hath sweet water in it, and this in great plenty also. But on the outsides these 
hills are surrounded by deep valleys, and, by reason of the precipices belonging to 

them on both sides, are every where impassable As the city grew more 

populous, it gradually crept beyond its old limits ; and those parts of it that stood 
northward of the temple, and joined that hill to the city, made it considerably 
larger, and occasioned that hill, which is in number the fourth, and is called 
Bezetha, to be inhabited also. It lies over against the tower Antonia, but is 
divided from it by a deep valley, which was dug on purpose. This new built part 
of the city was called ' Bezetha' in our language, which if interpreted in the Grecian 
language, may be called the ' new city.' " 

When Jerusalem became the capital of the kingdom, and the chosen place for 
the worship of Jehovah, every means was used to render it impregnable, by high 
walls, massy gates, and towers. We have, however, no particulars recorded of 
these fortifications till after the captivity, when Nehemiah describes the portions 
which the several individuals engaged in the work repaired, under his superin- 
tendance. To this description (Xeh. iii.) the reader is referred, as being interesting 
and illustrative of the Map under consideration- 

On the east of the city, and stretching from north to south, stands the Mount of 
Olives, facing the spot formerly occupied by the temple, of which it commanded a 
noble prospect. This mount has three tops, on the middle and highest of which 
stands the little Chapel of Ascension, marking the spot, according to the pious poet 
Sandys, of our Ijord's ascension, which was " a sabbath day's journey," or about a 
mile, from the city, in the district of the interesting little village of Bethany. 
Between the Mount of Olives and the city lay the Valley of Jehoshaphat, which 
was about five furlongs wide in the broadest part. Through this valley, southwards, 
flowed the brook Kedron, which is a mere winter torrent, little more than a yard in 
breadth, and dry during the summer season. The Valley of Jehoshaphat was 
anciently called Sbaveh, or King's Dale, and it was here that Melchizedek enter- 
tiuned Abraham, Gen, xiv. 17 — 24; and that Absalom reared for himself a pillar. 
or obelisk, 2 Sam. xviii, 18; a relic of antiquity still shown to travellers. On the 
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south side lay the Mount of Offence, where Solomon, in his declining years, 
temples to Moloch. Chcraosh, and Ashtarolh, I Kings xi. 7 ; 2 Kings x^uii, 
The Mount of Offence was Boparated from the city by the narrow valley of Ilionoi 
Josh, xviii. 16 ; Jer. xix. 2 ; where the Israelites humt their children in the fire 
Moloch, Jer. vii. 31 ; xxxii 35. Towards the west lay the Valley of Gihon, 
some considered to be the Valley of Rephaim. There also lay Mount C'alv! 
which was separated from the cily by the ravine, or deep grotmd of Goathj 
sjtxi. 39, afterwards called Golgotha, Matt, xxvii. 33. 'This is tlie most inter- 
esting spot to the Christian marked on this important Alap, for here the price 
of his redemption was paid. Here the substaftce of prophecy from the date of 
Adam's transgression was fulfilled. Here the ever blessed Redeemer endured th( 
fearful agonies which wrought out the salvation of a guilty world. Here 
" Son of man," who was one with his Father, was lifted up upon the cross, " 
whosoever believeth in bim should not perish, but have eternal life," John iii. 15 



No. XI. 
PLAN OF THE TEMPLE, 
magnificent structure occupied the northern and lower top of Sion. 



This magnificent structure occupied the northern and lower top of Sion. Heni 
the Psalmist, in contemplating its erection, exclaimed, " Beautiful for situation, th«^ 
joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north," or on her north 
side, is " the city of the great King," Psa. xlviii. 2. He speaks again of Jehovah's 
making " his dwelling place in Zion," Psa. Ixxvi. 2. The first temple was erected 
by Solomon, with the precious and other metals which his pious father bad collected 
for that purpose, and timber obtained by him from the cedar forests of Lebanon, 
with stones prepared by his numerous workmen. Tins temple retained its pristine 
splendour only thirty-three years, when it was plundered by Shishak, king of Egypt, 
1 Kings xiv. 25, 26 ; 2 Chron. xii. 9, After this it underwent several profanations 
and pillages, until, at length, it was utterly destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon. ^Vhen the Jews returned from their captivity, however, it was rebmit 
by Zerubbabel, whom Cyrus appointed governor of Judea. Sec Ezra i. 1 — 4 ; ii. 1 ; 
iii. 8 — 13 ; vi. 15, 16. The dimensions of this temple in breadth and height were 
double those of Solomon's. It wanted, however, five things which constituted 
the principal glory of Solomon's temple ; namely, the ark and mercy-seat ; the. 
Divine presence, or visible glory of the Shechinah; the holy fire on the altar; the 
Urim and Thummim ; and the spirit of prophecy. This temple was plundered and 
profaned by Antiochus Epiphanes, who ordered the discontinuance of tlie dail' 
sacrifice, and suspended the worship of Jehovah. Il continued thus for three years, 
when it was repaired and beautified by Judas Iilaccabeus, who restored Kvine 
worship. After this, it being much decayed by the lapse of time, it was repaired, 
or rather gradually reconstructed and much beautified, by Herod, by which he 
probably thought to make atonement to God for all the blood that he had shed, 
as well as to conciUate the minds of his Hebrew subjects, who, notvi-ithstanding they 
denied the power, were much attached to the forms of rehgion. This work 
being carried forward at the time of our Saviour's appearance on the earth. Joscphus 
represents the temple thus beautified as the noblest work under tlie sun. The most 
splendid and magnificent part of the whole stately pile was the inner temple, or 
sanctuary, which was covered all over with plates of gold, which, when the sun 
■hone thereon, seemed " like a mount of snow, being excessively white below 
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gold, or roof." The dimensions of the sanctuary were but limited: sixty cubits in 
length and height, and twenty in breadth. This was divided into two outer parls; 
the outer and the inner sanctuary, into the latter of which none but the high priest 
entered once a year, on the great day of atonement, Heb. ix. 2 — 7. The Sancfuin 
Sanctorum, or " Most Holy place," where, in the temple of Solomon, was the cloud 
manifesting the Skechinah, or Divine presence, was, as Dr. Hales observes, " at the 
west end of the sanctuary ; pointing, as it were, towards Mount Calvary, the Jutvire 
scene of out Lord's resurrection ; perhaps by a typical reference thereto, as the true 
place of atonement for the sins of mankind; and also to distinguish it from the 
heathen temples in the East, whose adyta, or oracles, usually fronted the east, or 
rising sun, the grand object of heathen idolatry. Our ' Sun of righteousness rose 
with healing in his wings,' or rays, in the west." 

Of the several parts and courts of this temple it is unnecessary to speak, they 
being so distinctlv defined in the Plan. For more extended remarks on this cele- 
brated structure, however, and for a notice of the various incidents connected there- 
with, we may refer the reader to the description of the temple in " The BlTBS 

A.SD WORSIIIF OF THE JEWS," alsO tO " EasTERN ArtS USD ASTIQUITIES."' 



No. XII. 

MODERN PALESTINE. 
Syria remained a province of the Eoman empire until its conquest by the foUowers 
of Mohammed, a.d. 633 — 638; from which period Palestine was subject to the 
Saracens, until the establishment, by the crusaders, of the Latin kingdom, 1099. 
This kingdom was destroyed by Saladln, 1187, and the crusaders were finally 
expelled 1291 ; from which time Syria continued subject to the sovereigns of Egypt, 
until the conquest of both countries by Sclim i., 1517, when they were brought under 
the Turkish sway. About this period Palestine was divided into five provinces, or 
sectionB; namely, Palestine, Huran,AlGhut, Emessa, and Kinnarin. More recently, 
it has been divided into pashalics, the greater part of Palestine being comprehended 
within the pashalic of Damascus, as represented in the Map. The government of 
the territories of Damascus, Tripoli, etc., with the privilege of conducting pilgrims 
to the holy places, was ceded to Mohammed Ali, the pasha of Egypt, 1833, who, 
therefore, now possesses the whole of Syria. 

The present Map represents, as far as its limits will allow, the present state of our 
knowledge of the modem geography of Palestine. It would exceed our limits to 
notice the numerous places which are interesting from their being associated with 
eacred history, and therefore only some of the principal features in the face of the 
country are here briefly adverted to. 

Rivers, Seas. — 1, The river Jordan. This river rises under the lofty peaks of 
the Anti-Libanus, and flows in a direction almost wholly southward with the Lake 
of Tiberias, through which it passes, and that of the Dead Sea, which it forms by 
its discharge, thereby dividing Palestine completely from north to south. At its 
mouth, or discharge into the sea, the river is deep and rapid, rolling a volume oi 
waters from 2(X) to 300 feet in width. Anciently, at certain seasons, it overflowed 
its inner bank, I Chron. xii. 15 ; Jer. xlix. 19 ; 1. 44 ; and at the present day it rises 
to a height of from nine to ten perpendicular feet, between the months of January 
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and March ; a height sufEcienl to produce an esrtensive inimdatioQ, when the chan^ 
nel was not so deep as it now is. There are close thickets all along on the edge 
of the stream, to which allusion is made, Jer. xlix. 19 ; 1. 44. 2. Tlie Lake of 
Tiberiat. Dr. Clarke speaks of the uncommon grandeur of the scenery of this spot ; 
and he describes the lake as being of greater length and finer than any of the Cum- 
berland and Westmoreland lakes, although perhaps inferior to Loch Lomond. For 
picturesque beauty he compares it to the lake of Locarno, in Italy. Travellers 
inform us, that it is subject to whirlwinds and sudden gusts of wind from the hollow 
of the mountains by which it is surrounded, which may explain the occurrence 
recorded in Luke viii. 23, 24. 3. 77<c Dead Sea. This sea, which in Scripture is 
variously called, the Sea of the Plain, the Salt Sea, and the East Sea, Deut, iii. 17 ; 
iv. 49; Numb, xxxiv, 3; Josh. xv. 5; E^ek. xlvii. 18; Joel ii. 20, is a collection of 
water of considerable magnitude. It is surrounded by high hills on three sides, 
and ia bounded on the north by the plain of Jericho, through which the Jordan 
flows into it. The Kedron, Ainon, and other rivers, also, discharge their torrenta 
into this sea. The size of these waters is not correctly ascertained. Joscphus 
affirms that they are seventy-two miles long, and eighteen broad ; Diodorus, siity- 
two miles long, and seven and a half broad ; and Pliny, 100 miles long, and twenty^' 
five wide in the broadest part. This sea is recorded in Holy Writ to have 
produced by the exercise of Divine WTath agtunst the guilty cities of Sodom 
Gomorrah, Deut. xxix. 23. 

Mountains. — 1. Lebanon, called by the Greeks Libanus, is a long chain of 
stone mountains, extending from the neighbourhood of Sidon, westw^d, to that o1 
Damascus, eastward, and forming the northern boundary of the Holy Land. It 
consists of two principal ranges, and forms a kind of horse-shoe in its length, begin- 
ning three or foitr leagues from the Mediterranean, above Smyrna, and running 
north towards Sidon, thence bending from west to cast towards Damascus, and 
returning from the south, northward from the strait of Damascus as far aa laodicea. 
The western part of this chain is properly Libanus ; the other part, eastward, is 
called by the Greeks Anti-Libanus, Lebanon was formerly celebrated for its 
cedars, to which there arc many references in the sacred writii^s, but they are now. 
considerably reduced in number, and those still standing are fast falling into decay. 
2. Carmcl is a range of hills, extending six or eight miles, nearly north and souths 
coming from the plain of Esdraelon, and ending in the promontorj', or cape, which 
forms the bay of Accho, now Acre, It is of a whitish stone, with flints imbedded 
in it. On the east is a fine plain, watered by the river Kishon, and on the west " 
narrower plain, descending into the sea. The summit of the hills abound with c 
and other trees ; and, among brambles, wild vines and olive trees may still be founi 
indicating its ancient state of cultivation, to which allusion is made, Isa. xxxv. "" 
Amos i, 2. 3. Tabor is a large insulated mountain, which rises in the plaii 
Esdraelon, in Gahlee. Its shape is that of a tnmcated cone ; and, according to Burdc- 
hardt, it is entirely calcareous. Some authors state that it is four, others two miles 
high ; the latter is most probably correct. During the greater part of the summer, 
Tabor is covered in the morning with thick clouds, which disperse towards noon-day. 

Valleys, Plains, and Deserts, — The valley of Ilinnom and the valley of 
Jehoshaphat have been noticed under the Map of Jerusalem; those which we 
now notice are: 1, 7%e valley of Eiah, or, the Tei'chenthme vale, celebrated as 
the field of the Wctory of David over the Philistines, 1 Sam. xvii. 2, Of this valley 
Dr. Clarke saya — " Nothing has ever occurred to alter the appearance of the country. 
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The vcrj- brook where David chose his ' five smooth atones,' has been noticed by 
many a thirsty pilgrim, journeying from Jafl'a to JeruBalem, all of whom must pass 
it in their way. The ruins of goodly edifices attest the religious veneration enter- 
tained in later periods for the hallowed spot : but even these are now btcomc so 
insignificant, that they are scarcely discernible ; and nothing can be said to interrupt 
the native dignity of this memorable scene." 2, The plain of Mdradon. Tlds 
plain is of vast extent, having on its northern side the abruptly rising Tabor. War- 
riors of every nation under heaven have pitclied their tents here, and have beheld 
their various banners wot with the dews of Tabor and of Hermon. 3. The toUder- 
netsof Jadea began near Jericho, and extended along the shores of the Jordan and 
the Dead Sea, It was here — for the Hebrews gave the name of desert or wilder- 
ness to all parts that were not cultivated or tliickly inhabited ^that the holy Baptist 
was educated, and began to proclaim the approach of the Messiah's reign, Matt. 
iiL 1. 4. The region roundabout Jordan. TTiis region extended from the Sea of 
Tiberias to Uic Dead Sea, on each side of the Jordan. Of this district the plain of 
Jericho forma a part. Josephus says, " Its length is 230 fiirlongs, and its breadth 
120 ; and it is divided in the midst by Jordan. It is much burnt up in the summer 
time, and in consequence of the extr.iordinary heat contains very unwholesome air.'' 
Although the features of the Holy Land just described are not traced on the 
present Map, in every instance, by their ancient names, yet the reader, by comparing 
the preceding Maps of Palestine with it, will readily observe their relative situations. 
For though the country is now " trodden under foot of the Gentiles," according to 
ancient prophecy, Dan. vui. 13 ; Luke xxl. 24, yet are its features, for the most part, 
the same. Time, indeed, haa varied the aspects of some, and destroyed many of its 
ancient places, but still the Christian traveller may there trace the footsteps of his Lord 
and Master ; may, in wandering over it in its desolation, recall to memory many a 
hallowed scene, as recorded in the Bible, from the days of tlie patriarchs to those 
of the apostles. Every fresh account which we receive from that country brings with 
it something of interest to the Christian, and illustrative of the book of truth. 



No. XIII. 
VOYAGES AND TRAVELS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

It was no vain boast of the great apostle of tbe Gentiles, when he said, that he had 
been " in jonrneyinga often," 2 Cor. xi. 26. This, indeed, may be seen in the Epistles, 
where he is found now at one part of the world then known, and now at another, 
zealously promulgating that faith which he once sought to destroy. But there being 
no consecutive narrative of the apostle's travels in holy writ, it does not strike the 
ordinary reader to what an extent zeal for the salvation of the soul of man, and 
the glory of hia Redeemer, carried him forward in his " labour of love." The 
present Map, therefore, is one not only of great interest, but of great importance, 
as supplying this desideratum, and as being illustrative of the apostle's ardent zea] 
uid those precious portions of Scripture — the Epistles. 

It would exceed our limits to notice the many important placea embraced within 
the present Map; and the Map iUelf supplies the necessary information with 
reference to the localities of the places mentioned in connexion with the labours of 
the apostle. 

The reader will perceive, from the circumstance of Mclita being defined in two 
separate seas, that it is a disputed question at which the apostle was shipwrecked, 



28 THE BIBLICAL ATLAS. 

Acts xxvii. xx^■ii^. It is stated, ver, 27 of the former chapter, that the ship in whiclli 
he sailed was " driven up and down in Adria." Now, if by Adria is to be under- 
stood, in the modem sense, the Gulf of Venice only, there remains no alternative but 
to adopt the opinion of the learned Brj'ant, who is supported by Dr. Hales and 
others, that the place in question was not the African Melita, or Malta, but the 
Adriatic Mehta, or Meleda, But tie feet is, it has been clearly demonstrated by 
many eminent modem writers, from Ptolemy, Strabo, and other ancient authors, 
that, at the date alluded to, the Adriatic Sea comprehended the whole of the sea 
between Greece, Italy, and Africa ; in other words, it embraced the Ionian, Cretan, 
and Sicilian seas. This fact is enough to decide bi favour of the island being Malta ; 
and, besides this, there is a weight of evidence in its favour, which amounts almost 
to a demonstration ; and the usual course of geographers and commentators therefore 
is here followed. There is an inlet in this bland called the Port of St. Paul, which 
has been regarded, from time inunemorial, by the inhabitants as the " certain creek 
with a shore," mentioned Acts xxvii. 39. 

Of the Seven Churches of Asia, we would notice, 1. Ephesrts. The reader will 
discover, by perusing the Epistle to the Ephesians attentively, the true state of that 
church in the days of the apostle. As a city, ancient writers were prodigal in 
epithets describing its renown. But the candlestick of Ephesus has long been 
removed ; and as long it has been venerable only for its ruins, the most interesting v£ 
which is the theatre, memorable for atumult, described Acts xix.21 — 41. SeeHev." 
1—5. 2. Smyrna. This city, which in the earUest ages was of great importance, 
the only one of the seven which can be regarded as retaining its former prosperity. 
It is now one of the most important commercial cities of the Turkish empire, con- 
taining, it is said, a population of about 130,000. The Greeks have a bishop here, 
and two churches. See Rev. ii.S — 11. 3. Pergamos. This city was the capital of 
Hellespontic Mysia. Its ancient importance may be inferred from its possessing a 
library of 200,000 volumes, which Antony and Cleopatra transferred to Alexandria. 
At the present day, it retains some remnant of its ancient importance under the 
name of Bergamo. It consists of small and mean wooden houses, among which 
appear the remains of early Christian churches, " like vast fortresses amidst barracks 
of wood." See Rev. ii. 12 — 17. 4. TAyattrawas upon the river Lycus, between 
Pergamos and Sardis. It still exists under the Turkish name of Ak-hissar, or 
" the white castle ;" but in ancient remains it is more deficient than any of the 
seven, and its buildings consist, for the most part, of mud and earth. Many nominal 
Christians are still to be found there. See Rev. ii. 18 — ^29. 5. Sardis, once th« 
capital of the Lydian empire, and one of the most celebrated cities of the east, 
now a miserable village, under the modified name of Sart. It is situated about six^r 
miles from Ephesus, at the foot of Mount Tmolus, and on the back of the river 
PactoluB, renowned for its golden sands. See Rev. iii. 1 — 6. 6. Philadelphia.. 
This city was situated about twenty-five miles E. by s. of Sardis, upon a branch of' 
Mount 'i'molus. At this spot there are still to be seen the relies of a noble city, 
called by the Turks, Allah Shehr, " the beautiful city," or " the city of God." The 
American missionaries, Fisk and Parsons, were informed by the Greek archbishop 
Gabriel, 1820, that there were five churches in the town, besides twenty not used. 
It is estimated that about 1000 Christians still lake up their abodes amidst its ruina.. 
See Rev. iii. 7 — 13. 7. Laodieea. There were four cities of this name; two in 
AsiaMinor, and two in Syria. The Laodieea of Scripture was one ofthe former, and 
was situated on tlie confines of Lydia and Phrygia, about forty miles east from 
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Ephesus. There is not one of the Seven Churches the overthrow of which has been 
BO severe, and the desolation so entire, as Laodicea. It is a heap of iiiins, which 
t«Btiiy both to its ancient grandeur, and to the displeasure of the Almighty at the 
departure of its once celebrated church from the faith. See Eev, iii. 14 — 22. 



ANCIENT PERSIA. 



This country was bounded by Media and Susiana westwards; by the Persian 
Gulf southwards ; by the great desert that lay between it and I'arthia Proper 
northwards ; and by another still greater that lay between it and the river Indus 
eastwards. Before the succession of Cyrus to the Median empire it was an incon- 
siderable country, subject either to the Assyrians, Babylonians, or the Medes. Ita 
capital was Persepolis, now Chelmuiar, in the neighbourhood of which was 
Pasargadoe, where was the tomb of Cyrus, Persepolis is now a heap of ruins, 
among which Sir John Chardin observed figures of rams' heads with horns, one 
higher and the other lower, " exactly corresponding," says Dr. Hales, ■' to Daniel's 
vision of the Medo-Pcrsian empire, Dan. viii. 3, the lower horn denoting the 
Medes ; the higher, which came up last, the Persians." At the date this Map refers 
to, the Persian empire was widely extended, embracing all the countries therein 
delineated, which were divided into twenty satrapies. Its chief scriptural interest is 
derived firom the position which Palestine occupied in that empire. Herodotus 
determines this position : he says, " Under the fifth satrapy was comprehended the 
tract of country which extends from the city Posideum, built on the frontiers of 
Cilicia and Syria, as far as Egypt, part of Arabia alone excluded, The same satrapy, 
moreover, included all Phenicia, the Syrian Palestine, and the isle of Cyprus." 
Over tHs province it would appear that Tatnai, mentioned Ezra v. 6, governed. 
In the time of Nehemiah, Syria appears to have formed more than one government: 
see Neh. ii. 7 — 9 ; which also is learned from common history. When divided, it 
is probable that Palestine was included in the government of Coelo-Syria, The 
Hebrews, it would seem, were indulged with native governors, invested with fiill 
powers for internal government, but subject to the control of the governor of the 
satrapy. Nehemiah was the last of these governors ; but the internal administration 
was left in the hands of the high priests till the overthrow of the Persian empire by 
Alexander. 

The only other countries embraced in the Persian empire, mentioned in the 
Old Testament, and which require notice here, are, 1. .^Iraroi, which appears to 
denote the country of Armenia Major. 2. Minni, generally applied to Armenia 
Minor. 3. Ashkenax, conjectured by Dr. Hales to apply to some part of Phrygia: 
see Jer. Ii. 27. 4. Tubal and Meshech, supposed to have been the countries 
between and near the Black and Caspian Seas. 5. To^armah, conjectured by some 
to allude to Armenia, which was anciently celebrated for its breed of horses : see 

IEzek. xxvii. 13,14. 
There are only two places of note wliich demand notice in this article. These are, 
1, Susa. This city appears to have been founded in the earliest ages. It was first 
made the residence of the Persian court by Gyrus. Ancient writers describe it as 
being 120 stadia in circumference. The celebrated palace of Aliasucrus was here, 
Eath. i. 5 ; and amongst ita ruins, the tomb of the prophet Daniel, real or imaginary. 



30 



THE BIBLICAL ATLAS. 



ia pointed out by the inhabitants. 2. Echalana, or Achmetha, now Hamadan. TJiun 
city was near the north-west end of Media, and was remarkable for tlie coobiess of 
its temperature, for which cause it was chosen to bo the summer residence of Cyrus 
and the succeeding kings of Persia. It is mentioned, Ezra vi. 2, as the place where 
the records of the kingdom were preserved. 



THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS PROVINCES IN THE AUGUSTA 

ERA, WITH THE EMPIRE OF PARTHIA. 
The Roman Empire. — The boundaries ofthe Roman dominion, as fixed by Augual 
were — the Atlantic Ocean on the west ; the Rhine and Danube on the north ; 
Euphrates and the Arabian Desert on the east ; and the deserts of Africa on 
south. The numerous provinces into which it was divided are specified in the tal 
inserted in the Map. The carefiil reader of the Bible will perceive that the couni 
therein deUneated illustrate the whole of the New Testament, in which 
interesting events are recorded as having been transacted during this period within 
the limits of this empire. The position which Judea occupied in the scale of the 
great nations of the West, appears circumscribed ; but its incomparative insig- 
nificance, in a geogi'aphical point of view, impresses on the mind more strongly the 
importance of the events which took place there during the Augustan era, and 
which to this day have attracted the attention of mankind. From thence, in this age, 
sounded forth the word of God from the lips of those holy men, the apostles, which 
souls hate found, and still find precious, and which wUl eventually be for the 
healing of all nations under the sun. It was while Judea was a pro\Hnce of the 
Roman Empire that " there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven," and that the astonished multitude asked on the great 
day of Pentecost, " How hear we every man in our own tnnguc, wherein we were 
bom ? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, audi 
in Judea," {or India,) "and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphyli^l 
in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Gyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonder-; 
ful works of God." Acts ii, 5 — 11. 

For remarks on some of the countries of Europe and Northern Africa compriei 
in this Map, to which allusion is supposed to be made by the prophetic writers 
the proper names, see Map No. I., where Ihcy are referred to as illustrative ot thai 
division of the word made by Noah to his three sons, Shcm, Ham, and Japheth. 

The Parthian Empire. — This was one of the most powerful of the eastern 
empires. It extended from the head of the Euphrates, to beyond the river Indus 
in Asia, together with Egypt and Libya in Africa. Its duration is usually dated 
from B. C. 254 to A. D. 220. It was founded by Arcases, whence his successors were ■ 
called Arcasides. The last of these kings was Artabanus, after whose death the- 
empire was transferred to the Persians, Ancient Parthia is now, indeed, the 
Persian Irak, which is situated in the heart of Persia. There were, as we have 
seen, Jews of Parthia present at Jerusalem on the great day of Pentecost, which 
shows how far they were extended over the earth, and how far the gospel spread in 
those early ages. The Christian rehgion is now extinct there, except in a very 
corrupt state, among the Armenians, who settled there for mercantile purposes. 
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TURKEY, WITH REFERENCE TO THE COUNTRIES MENTIONED 

IN THE BIBLE. 
TatB mighty empire established itself upon the ruinB of the Saracen, and exceeded 
it in power and duration. Like that of the Roman empire, it arose from small and 
weak beginnings to great extent and dominion. It received large accessions, how- 
r, under Mohammed the Great ; and under his successors its limits were extended 
from the Adriatic Sea, eastward, in Dalmatia, Hungary, etc. ; Armenia, Persia, etc., 
in Egypt, and the southern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It attained its height 
during the reign of Solyman the Magnificent : since that time it has been gradually- 
declining, and it is now fast verging to ruin. " The unwieldiness of the empire," 
says Dr. Hales, " now paralyzed in every limb, shows strong symptoms of approach- 
ing dissolution But the precise time is known only to Him in whose 

unfathomable counsels all these great revolutions of states and empires are from 
eternity shut up, until they shall be revealed at those proper times and seasona, 
which The Fatmek hath reserved in his own power, or jurisdiction, to support the 
patience and faith of the saints, and to humble the pride and presumption of short- 
eighted mortals, and for his own glory." How far the conquests of the Turkish 
rulers extended over Christendom is defined in the Map. There is seen, that almost 
every country where the gospel was preached in the early ages of Christianity, and 
Jerusalem itself, was trodden under foot of these Gentiles. See Map, Modeen 
Palestine, No. XII. Vital religion has drooped under the withering influence of 
Turkish sway in many countries traced in our Map. There was a time when the 
hosts of the followers of Mohammed fiercely struggled with the Christian armies in 
the heart of France, and even England herself had much to fear from their wrath ; 
but " Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth,'" Psa. 
cxxiv. 6, who still permits the word of salvation to be promulgated sabbath after 
eabbath in our highly favoured isle. Reader, prize this high and holy privilege, for 
thereon thy eternal welfare depends ! 



MODERN EGYPT. 
At the present day, Egypt is commonly divided by geographers into three regions, 
namely, Bahari, or Maritime or Lower Egypt; Vostani, or Middle Egypt; and 
Said, or Upper Egypt. The administrative division of the country, however, is by 
provinces, or prefectships, of which there are fifteen in Lower Egj-pt, and ten in 
Middle and Upper Egypt together. These provinces are — 1, Cairo, with the town 
of Boulack, the port of Cairo, Fostat, and Suez; 2. Kelioub, with the towns of 
Mataneb, Artrib, Choubrah, and Abouzabel ; 3. fi«/Jej'a, cast of Kelioub ; 4. Cktbeh, 
north of Belbeis, with the towns of Tel Basta and Heydeh ; 5. Mit Ghamer, north 
of Kelioub ; 6. Mansourah, north of Mit Ghamer, irith the village of Tmay el 
Emdid; 7. Damietta, with the town of Mcnzaleh, and the forts of El Ariah and 
Tyreh ; 8. MehaUet, and the small towns of Scmcnnout and Abousir ; 9. Tantah, 

H^ south of Meballet ; 10. Mduj, south of Tantah, with the town of Chibn el Koum ; 

^h 11. Mmouf, south of Melig; 12. Negikk, with the towns of Terraneh and 
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Wardan ; 13. Foua, north-west of Mehallet, with the towns of Bosetta and Deiroot ; 
14. Damanhour, north of Negileh, with the town of Ramayeh; 15. Alexandria, 
with, as in all the former provinces, the city of that name. On entering the valley 
of the Nile from the Delta side, we find — 1. Gizeh, head of the prefectship of that 
name ; 2. Benisoueff south of Gizeh, with the towns of Abou Girgeh and Samallout 
further south ; 3. Atfyhy on the opposite, or east bank of the Nile ; 4. JPataum, with 
the town of Medinet el Faioum ; 5. Minyehy with the towns of Melaoui and Esh- 
mounein on the left, and those of Sheyk Abadeh on the right bank ; 6. ManfaUmt, 
south of Minyeh ; 7. Siouty the capital of Lower Egypt; 8. Girgeh, with the town 
of Ekhmim; 9. Keneb, in the prefectship of which are the ruins of Thebes* and of 
Abydus ; 10. Esneh, which is the most southern province of Egypt Most of the 
towns of Egypt may be traced on the Map. 

The present dominions of the ruler of Egypt extend, on one side, to Senaar and 
Kordofan ; and, on the other, over all Syria to Adana, a part of Cilicia, at the foot of 
Mount Taurus. He possesses also the fine island of Candia, and in Arabia he is 
protector of Mecca and Medina, and lord of the Hedjaz. His authority over 
Palestine, that " glory of all lands," has been stated in the Map of Modem Palestine. 
We would fain hope, however, that the time is not far distant when this country 
shall be taken out of the hands of the infidel, and put into the possession of the 
descendants of Abraham, who, although they now wander over the face of the whole 
earth, are, it is thought by many, to be gathered together once more in the Promised 
Land, under the genUe sway of Him they once despised — the Messiah, when the 
prediction is fulfilled : " I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications : and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one moumethfor 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
firstborn," Zech. xii. 10. 

Thus some of the principal points of interest in each Map have been briefly 
described. For a notice of every empire, country, and place mentioned in the 
Holy Bible, and inserted in the various Maps, the reader may refer to ** Bibls 
Geography," published by the Religious Tract Society, where the numerous in- 
cidents recorded in Scripture will be found, in connexion with each, pointed out to 
his notice in a compendious form. 



■*■ 



/ 



or TNK TCMFir 



ninr 




TJ 









<-<»«• 




7— ■ ■■ 


r >■ 


s 


i 


M 


1) Sif 


«l 


fir- 




=!^-v^ 


»^ 


|ra 


S^^ 


r-;' 


p^ 


^, 






^wi 




'j^^^^^==*^ 




■^ 'fi 




i;;£il£nKHW 


Hf 


j 


FT -iJr ^\^ 


P 


■ 


W-il 


7* •y'"^j/ ^ 


i^^BS»i 




r 1 








-1 



*. >% 




